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The Remnant, Two-Part Feature (January-February, 2015)
J. Salza: On May 12, 2013, Jimmy Akin, who works for the California apologetics organization
Catholic Answers, posted on his personal website www.jimmyakin.com a piece called “9 Things
to Know and Share about the ‘Third Secret’ of Fatima.” Quit surprisingly, Mr. Akin in 2013
advances the same campaign against Fatima that has been discredited for many years, and
ignored information that completely demolished the campaign beginning in 2006. This includes
the testimony of Archbishop Loris Capovilla and subsequent book The Fourth Secret of Fatima
by Antonio Socci in 2006 which prove there are two texts to the Third Secret of Fatima, and
which was followed by Cardinal Bertone’s practical concession of same in 2007 on the national
Italian television program Porta a Porta.
Mr. Akin addresses none of the historically established facts and aforementioned recent
developments (which are not so recent anymore). It is frankly stupefying why a mainstream
Catholic apologist would go out on a limb to publicly address, in writing, a topic about which he
evidently knows very little, and especially one as controversial as Fatima (the piece reads more
like “things I don’t know about Fatima”). Perhaps this speaks to the caliber of Mr. Akin’s Catholic
Answers audience. His piece reveals more of a “hit and run” approach than an honest
investigation and analysis of facts. While more could be said, I will address the two most
important errors and omissions in Akin’s piece, in his Q&A, numbers 7 and 8.
J. Akin: 7) Did Mary demand that the pope reveal the secret in 1960?
You often hear people claim this, but no, she did not. Here are the actual facts:
Before giving the sealed envelope containing the third part of the “secret” to the then Bishop of
Leiria-Fatima, Sister Lucia wrote on the outside envelope that it could be opened only after
1960, either by the Patriarch of Lisbon or the Bishop of Leiria [Bertone, MF, "Conversation with
Sr. Maria Lucia"].
Thus the message on the outside of the envelope said that it "could be opened only after" 1960,
not that it must be published to the world in 1960.
J. Salza: Obviously, Mr. Akin has not done his homework, beyond reading the Vatican’s June
2000 document which Cardinal Ratzinger said is an “attempted interpretation” of the prophecies
of Fatima and has no binding authority upon Catholics. Sister Lucia maintained throughout her
life that Our Lady, by express order, commanded the Secret to be opened in 1960, not “after”
1960. In fact, Lucia said the Third Secret had to be revealed either in 1960 or at her death,
whichever came first, proving that 1960 was the latest year the Secret could be revealed. That
Lucia also said the Bishop of Fatima as well as the Pope could have read the Secret before
1960 if they wished also shows that 1960 was the latest the Secret was to be revealed.
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For example, Canon Galamba reports that when Sister Lucia transferred the Secret to her
bishop in 1944 and he refused to read it, Lucia “made him promise that it would be definitely
opened and read to the world either at her death or in 1960, whichever would come first.” i On
September 7, 1946 Cardinal Cerejeira publicly declared that the Secret “will be opened in
1960.” ii Canon Barthas also reported his conversation with Lucia on October 17-18, 1946:
“When will the third element of the Secret be revealed to us? Already in 1946, to this question
Lucy and the Bishop of Leiria answered me uniformly, without hesitation and without comment:
‘In 1960.’” When he asked why that date, they both responded: “Because the Blessed Virgin
wishes it so.” iii On October 13, 1956, Cardinal Tisserant publicly stated: “A part of this message
must remain hidden until 1960.” iv In November 1956, Father Schweigl also wrote: “The third
part of the message must remain secret until 1960.” v This is why there was an American
television show called Zero1960 which anticipated the Secret’s revelation in that year. As Frère
Michel reports, after surveying all of the testimony, “all of them, without exception, suppose that
the final secret will be revealed in 1960.” vi
But there’s more. In 2007, Cardinal Bertone completely negated his June 2000 claim that the
Secret had to be opened “after” 1960 and not in 1960 when he appeared on the national Italian
television show Porta a Porta. On the program, Bertone actually produced two envelopes with
seals (which the world had never seen before) that Lucia prepared in 1944 to contain the two
texts of the Third Secret. Bertone showed the world that the outside of both envelopes contains
the following instruction in Lucia’s own handwriting (translated word for word from the
Portuguese), and which Bertone read aloud:
“By express order of Our Lady, this envelope can only be opened in 1960 by the
Cardinal Patriarch of Lisbon or the Bishop of Leiria.”
Thus, Bertone’s June 26, 2000 claim and Akin’s May 12, 2013 claim that the Secret “could only
be opened after 1960” are patently false. Clearly, Bertone’s motive in 2000 was to exonerate the
Popes’ from failing to obey Our Lady’s express order for the previous 40 years, for if the Secret
could be opened “after” 1960 (and not in 1960), then John Paul II was within his right to publish
part of the Secret in June 2000 (2000 being “after” 1960). Nevertheless, to Bertone’s credit, his
effort to be transparent in 2007 (no doubt prompted by Archbishop Capovilla’s statement in
2006 that there are two texts to the Third Secret and Socci’s exposition of same) confirmed a
lifetime of testimony from Sister Lucia and all her superiors that the Third Secret had to be
revealed in 1960, by Our Lady’s express order. That Mr. Akin would not be aware of these facts
is quite surprising, to say the least.
Mr. Akin’s claim that the Secret was not to be “published to the world” in 1960 is also
demonstrably false. The historical record shows that the Church and the world were waiting for
the revelation of the Third Secret in 1960, just as the Church and the world were given the first
two parts of the Secret in 1942 during the reign of Pope Pius XII. We saw Canon Barthas’
conversation with Lucia in 1946 when he asked her: “When will the third element of the Secret
be revealed to us?,” to which Lucia responded “In 1960,” demonstrating the common
understanding (even by Lucia) that the Secret was to be revealed to the world in 1960. Canon
Galamba provided even more explicit testimony when he stated: “When the bishop refused to
open the letter, Lucy made him promise that it would definitely be opened and read to the world
either at her death or in 1960, whichever would come first.” vii Father Alonso, probably the
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world’s greatest scholar of Fatima, also affirmed the same: “When Don José, the first Bishop of
Leiria and Sister Lucy agreed that the letter was to be opened in 1960, they obviously meant
that its contents should be made public for the good of the Church and the world.” viii
Indeed, the Message of Fatima is addressed to the world, for the world is the object of the
prophecy, and thus the world will experience the benefits and burdens of the prophecy
commensurate with the world’s response (and, in particular, the Pope’s response) to Heaven’s
requests. This is precisely why Pope John Paul II stated that “The Message (of Fatima) is
addressed to every human being” and “imposes an obligation on the Church.” ix Mr. Akin is out to
sea on this issue as well.
J. Akin: Furthermore, it envisioned the opening being done by the Patriarch of Lisbon or the
Bishop of Leiria, not the pope.
J. Salza: Yes, this is true because, as we have seen, it is precisely what Lucia wrote on the
back of both Third Secret envelopes: “By express order of Our Lady, this envelope can only be
opened in 1960 by the Cardinal Patriarch of Lisbon or the Bishop of Leiria.” Query why Mr. Akin
accurately restates this part of Our Lady’s order, but not the part requiring the Secret to be
revealed in 1960, which appears in the same sentence.
Moreover, Mr. Akin’s pointing out that the Secret was to be opened “by the Patriarch of Lisbon
or the Bishop of Leiria, not the pope” is quite an indictment of the Vatican, who demanded that
the Bishop of Leiria relinquish the Third Secret envelopes to the Holy Office in 1957. Mr. Akin
should thus ask why the Holy Office suddenly demanded the texts of the Third Secret in 1957
when the Secret was not envisioned being opened by the Pope, was in perfectly good hands
with Bishop da Silva for the prior 13 years, and the Vatican had refused to receive the Secret in
1944. Certainly, the offer to transfer it to Rome did not come from either Bishop da Silva or
Sister Lucia. The answer, presumably, is that the Vatican had suspicions of the indicting nature
of the text and wanted to suppress it (based on the testimony of Cardinal Pacelli in 1931, Father
Schweigl in 1952, and Cardinal Ottaviani in 1955 regarding a coming apostasy in the Church).
The Vatican knew that if it didn’t intervene, the Secret would certainly be revealed from Portugal
in 1960 and, thus, already under the reign of Pius XII, a plan to suppress the Third Secret had
been hatched.
J. Akin: This still leaves us with the question of why 1960. This was clarified in a conversation
between then-Archbishop Bertone and Sr. Lucia:
Archbishop Bertone therefore asked: “Why only after 1960? Was it Our Lady who fixed that
date?”
Sister Lucia replied: “It was not Our Lady. I fixed the date because I had the intuition that before
1960 it would not be understood, but that only later would it be understood. Now it can be better
understood. I wrote down what I saw; however it was not for me to interpret it, but for the Pope"
[ibid.].
J. Salza: Of course, Bertone’s claim that Lucia made up the 1960 date on her own initiative,
independently of any directions from Our Lady or her superiors whom she obeyed to the letter,
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is absurd on its face. Given Lucia’s lifetime of testimony that Our Lady fixed the date by express
order, Bertone makes Heaven’s visionary out to be either gravely mistaken or a serial liar.
Thankfully, Bertone’s appearance on Porta a Porta completely discredited his June 2000 claim
by revealing to the world that Our Lady, and not Lucia, fixed the 1960 date, which Lucia
memorialized on the outside of the two envelopes in her own handwriting containing the two
texts of the Third Secret. Again, how Mr. Akin does not know these facts (does he?) is
remarkable.
J. Akin: Sr. Lucia's intuition may have been correct, since the Cold War and the threat of
nuclear war were well understood by 1960, though not in 1944, when the third part of the secret
was originally written down.
J. Salza: For Mr. Akin to argue that “the most prophetic of all Marian apparitions” x finally to be
revealed in 1960 concerned only Lucia’s “intuition” in 1944 about “the threat of nuclear war” in
1960 (and which “threat” is much worse today) is also remarkable. First, the Vatican’s June
2000 document does not say the Third Secret prophecy related to Lucia’s intuition in 1944 about
“the Cold War and the threat of nuclear war” in 1960, but rather was fulfilled in the 1981
assassination attempt of John Paul II. So Akin calls his own fidelity to the Vatican document into
question.
But more importantly, Akin’s gratuitous speculation is nothing less than an effort to break the
obvious connection between the pervasive and undeniable loss of faith throughout the world
since 1960 and the Second Vatican Council (announced in 1959). Vatican II is the only major
historical event for the Church that could possibly be connected to 1960, and there is an
abundance of testimony that Our Lady in the Third Secret was warning of this council.
The future Pope Pius XII (as Cardinal Pacelli) said Our Lady of Fatima was warning us of “the
suicide of altering the Church’s Faith in her liturgy, her theology and her soul.” xi Based on his
December 26, 1957 interview with Lucia, Father Fuentes reveals that “the Third part of the
Message” relates to “the fall of religious and priestly souls.” xii Father Alonso, who had many
interviews with Lucia, logically deduced from the “etcetera” clause (the most important issue of
this controversy which Mr. Akin never addresses) that “these dogmas are going to become
obscure or even lost altogether,” born from a “crisis of the Faith of the Church” and “the
negligence of the pastors.” xiii On May 13, 1982, Pope John Paul II echoed Cardinal Pacelli’s
warning of a “divine attack” on the Faith based on the Message of Fatima, declaring that the
Virgin will not remain silent as She witnesses “the very bases of her children’s salvation
undermined.” xiv
On September 10, 1984, Bishop Alberto do Amaral of Fatima said the Third Secret “concerns
only our faith…The loss of faith of a continent is worse than the annihilation of a nation.” xv On
November 11, 1984, Cardinal Ratzinger said the Third Secret refers to “dangers threatening the
faith and the life of the Christian and therefore the world” and also said “the things contained in
this ‘Third Secret’ correspond to what has been announced in Scripture and has been said
again and again in many other Marian apparitions.” xvi These apparitions would include those at
Quito (“Masonry will enter the Church in the twentieth century”), La Salette (“Rome will lose the
Faith and become the seat of the Antichrist”) xvii and Akita (“the devil will infiltrate the Church”).
On March 17, 1990, Cardinal Oddi said that, in the Third Secret, the “Blessed Virgin was
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alerting us against apostasy in the Church.” xviii In 1995, Cardinal Ciappi (the papal theologian to
the five Popes from Pius XII to John Paul II) said, “In the Third Secret it is foretold, among other
things, that the great apostasy in the Church will begin at the top.” xix Mr. Akin addresses none of
this testimony as he isolates the 1960 date to Lucia’s alleged 1944 intuition of a purported better
understanding by the world of nuclear threats in 1960.
Part II
Following is part two of our two-part series of John Salza’s response to Jimmy Akin’s internet
piece “9 Things to Know and Share about the ‘Third Secret’ of Fatima” (posted by Mr. Akin on
May 12, 2013 at www.jimmyakin.com).
J. Akin: 8) Has the Vatican revealed the whole of the secret?
Despite the claims of some to the contrary, yes, it has. In his theological commentary, the future
Pope Benedict XVI says so twice:
A careful reading of the text of the so-called third “secret” of Fatima, published here in its
entirety long after the fact and by decision of the Holy Father, will probably prove disappointing
or surprising after all the speculation it has stirred.
J. Salza: If Cardinal Ratzinger is referring only to the text of the vision, then we have little
reason to doubt that the Vatican has published the vision “in its entirety.” But the issue has
always been the existence of another text which explains the vision. This contention is
supported by substantial evidence, based on irrefutable facts and incontrovertible testimony,
which gives us a moral certainty that there is a hidden text of the Third Secret of Fatima
currently suppressed by the Vatican (as applied here, a moral certainty means there is no
prudent, positive doubt that there is not a hidden text). Mr. Akin either pretends these facts don’t
exist or is not aware of them.
These facts, which I explain in detail in the book The Consecration of Russia and my upcoming
book A Little Catechism on Fatima, are the following: The missing text of the Third Secret is a
letter Lucia wrote to her bishop (not a description of a vision addressed to no one, like the text
published in June 2000), containing our Lady’s actual, verbalized words (not Lucia’s
descriptions), consisting of about 25 lines of text (not the 62 lines of text of the vision), and
written on a single sheet of paper (separate from the notebook paper Lucia used to write the
vision). The letter reveals both a coming apostasy in the Church connected to Vatican II (not
revealed in the vision), and a terrifying material chastisement yet to materialize (also not
revealed in the vision but alluded to in other Marian apparitions as well as in one of Lucia’s
unpublished writings on Fatima recently released by her Convent in Coimbra).
Sister Lucia wrote the letter on (or shortly before) January 9, 1944 (versus the January 3, 1944
date she wrote the vision) and the letter was placed in a separate, sealed envelope with a
separate instruction from Our Lady that the envelope was to be opened in 1960. The letter was
delivered to the Vatican on April 16, 1957 (versus the April 4, 1957 delivery date for the text of
the vision), and stored in the papal apartment in a writing desk called “Barbarigo” (and not in the
Secret Archives of the Holy Office which housed the text of the vision). The record also shows
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that Popes John XXIII, Paul VI and John Paul II read the Third Secret on two different dates,
indicating two different texts. Finally, Archbishop Loris Capovilla, the Secretary for Pope John
XXIII, publicly admitted in 2006 that there are, in fact, two separate texts of the Third Secret of
Fatima. By also failing to address any of these essential facts, Mr. Akin reveals either his onesided bias or lack of scholarship on the most important aspects of the Fatima controversy.
Akin goes on to quote Ratzinger from the document:
J. Akin: No great mystery is revealed; nor is the future unveiled. We see the Church of the
martyrs of the century which has just passed represented in a scene described in a language
which is symbolic and not easy to decipher. . . .
J. Salza: For Mr. Akin to simply repeat these silly claims without comment or analysis shows
little intellectual engagement on his part concerning the topic he chose to address. How can
Akin be satisfied with Ratzinger’s statement “nor is the future unveiled” in the Third Secret when
even according to Akin’s own theory the Third Secret did unveil the future threat of the “Cold
War” and “nuclear war” in 1960 that Lucia intuited in 1944? And what about seeing in the vision
“the Church of the martyrs” of the twentieth century just passed? Since Our Lady gave the
vision in 1917 which predicted these twentieth century martyrdoms on account of Russia
spreading her errors and persecuting the Church, doesn’t the vision “unveil the future”? Of
course it does. If, as the Vatican claims, the 1917 vision culminates in the 1981 assassination
attempt of a Pope, doesn’t the vision “reveal the mystery” of a “future” event,” and one of the
more impacting events of the twentieth century? Of course it does, and to say otherwise is a
contradiction.
Akin continues to quote Ratzinger:
J. Akin: Thus we come finally to the third part of the “secret” of Fatima which for the first time is
being published in its entirety [Ratzinger, MF, op. cit.].
Unless you think that the future pope--who was himself the keeper of the secret at the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith--was lying then the whole secret has been revealed.
J. Salza: No, the conclusion that Ratzinger was lying when he said “the whole secret has been
revealed” does not necessarily follow from maintaining that the text has not been published in its
entirety. Akin’s claim is pure rhetoric. Ratzinger may have convinced himself that the missing
text of the Third Secret is not authentic, and hence would not be intentionally deceiving us by
saying the entire Secret has been revealed. Cardinal Bertone certainly suggested he is under
that same rationalization when, on Porta a Porta, he held up the text of the vision and declared
to the camera: “the foglio [sheet of paper]…the only authentic foglio, the only foglio in which is
contained the Third Secret” (Is there an inauthentic foglio?) xx
Nevertheless, if Cardinal Ratzinger can change his position 180 degrees on the essence of the
Fatima Message twice in the last ten years, then we have reason to question the veracity of his
June 2000 statement that the Secret has been “published in its entirety.” For example, in an
interview he did on November 11, 1984 with Vittorio Messori for the Italian Journal Jesus,
Ratzinger said that the Third Secret reveals “the dangers threatening the faith and life of the
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Christian, and therefore of the world. And also the importance of the Last Times…” xxi Further, in
1998 Ratzinger told Howard Dee (the former Philippine Ambassador to the Vatican) that “the
two messages, of Fatima and Akita, are essentially the same” xxii (even though Akita contains
revelations of demonic infiltration of the Church and a planetary conflagration by fire which is not
part of the Third Secret vision released by the Vatican in June 2000).
As we see in the June 2000 document, Ratzinger completely changes the position he held in
the 1980s by divesting the Third Secret of any more prophetic realities and consigning Fatima to
the past. He says: “Insofar as individual events are described, they belong to the past,” and, as
we just saw, “No great mystery is revealed; nor is the future unveiled. We see the Church of the
martyrs of the century which has just passed…” Further, even though Our Lady of Fatima says,
“In the end, My Immaculate Heart will triumph. The Holy Father will consecrate Russia to me,
and she will be converted, and a period of peace will be granted to the world,” Ratzinger
removes Our Lady’s words “In the end…” when he cites the rest of Her statement “my
Immaculate Heart will triumph.” He then editorializes Our Lady’s (edited) words as follows: “The
fiat of Mary, the word of her heart, has changed the history of the world, because it brought the
Savior into the world…” In other words, in the Vatican document, Ratzinger redefines the
Triumph of the Immaculate Heart to mean Our Lady’s fiat 2,000 years ago, and not to Our
Lady’s Triumph over Satan “in the end,” when the consecration of Russia brings about Russia’s
conversion and world peace!
Gratefully, in 2010, Ratzinger as Pope Benedict XVI reversed the position he took in 2000 and
reverted back to his former views that Fatima concerns future prophetic realities for the Church
and the world. In expressly refuting the June 26, 2000 interpretation that Fatima is “part of the
past” and culminated in the assassination attempt, the Pope on May 11, 2010 says the Third
Secret vision presents “new things” in which “are indicated future realities of the Church which
are little by little developing and revealing themselves.” On May 13, 2010, Pope Benedict further
negates the June 2000 interpretation when he says: “He who believes the prophetic mission of
Fatima is over would be deceiving himself.” xxiii Thus, Pope Benedict’s statements explicitly
reverse the Vatican’s “attempted interpretation” of June 26, 2000 and revert back to his position
in the 1980s.
Moreover, the Pope says in the vision “the sufferings of the Church are announced” and “the
greatest persecution of the Church does not come from enemies outside, but arises from sin in
the Church,” even connecting the Third Secret to the sexual abuse of minors. xxiv Needless to
say, because the text of the vision released by the Vatican in 2000 is not a revelation of internal
persecution or sin within the Church or the sexual abuse of minors means the Third Secret has
not “been published in its entirety.”
Closing comments
To increase his death toll, already in the hundreds of millions of people, the devil has unleashed
all the powers of hell to forestall the consecration of Russia and revelation of the entire Third
Secret. To that end, the devil has targeted his program of deception primarily against the Popes,
bishops and clergy of the Catholic Church. As Lucia explained in her 1957 interview with Father
Fuentes, by deceiving the leaders of the Church, the devil will gain “the greatest number of
souls.” This is because the faithful will generally follow their leaders and submit to their
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authority, even though these leaders have no authority over Our Lady and Her Message of
Fatima.
By targeting the hierarchy, the devil has created a crisis of “false obedience,” where ignorant
Catholics put the moral virtue of obedience above the higher supernatural virtue of faith. That is,
ignorant Catholics choose to blindly follow authority for its own sake, rather than learn and stand
up for the truths of their faith, including the truths of Our Lady’s Message at Fatima. They
generally do this out of a spiritual laziness about what they know they must do to maintain
friendship with God (which is exemplified by the “hit and run” approach of Akin’s article and
others like it). This laxity permits them to be led by the blind, and Jesus says “both will fall into
the pit,” which is the pit of hell (Jn 15:14). In other words, the devil’s battle against Our Lady is
waged through false obedience to corrupted clergy.
This is the error of Jimmy Akin and all those who blindly adhere to the Vatican’s June 2000
“Party Line” (already discredited by Pope Benedict XVI). Whether they know it or not, these
people are working against the Triumph of Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart. We must expose their
errors by presenting the facts and bringing them to the truth in charity. As Lucia said, “from now
on we must choose sides. Either we are for God or we are for the devil. There is no other
possibility.” In doing so, we can join forces in our appeal to the Pope to restore all things in
Christ by finally obeying Our Lady’s commands. If we do not win these graces for the Pope, we
will soon face, together, the remaining chastisements revealed in the Third Secret, including the
“annihilation of various nations,” possibly even our own.
For more information, please look for my upcoming book A Little Catechism on Fatima, to be
available in Spring 2015 at www.johnsalza.com.
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